
2017 Award 
Winners! 

Congratulations to 
our 2017 award 
winners!  These 
dancers are selected 
by their teachers 
throughout their 
2016-17 year based on 
work ethic, 
participation, 
attendance, 
camaraderie, 
achievements, & 
improvement.  

Junior - Kailey Oates 
Inter- Lauren Rapley     
Senior - Gabrielle 
Lowe 

Congratulations 
dancers!

Cumbrae dancers had an 
exciting weekend at 
BATD North American 
Scholarships in October! 
Dancers are invited to 
attend the event, by the 

BATD examiners, based on exceptional 
achievement in their Spring 
examination. Cumbrae had 34 
nominations in Ballet, Jazz/Modern, 
and Tap/Stage. 

Congratulations to our 2017 
Scholarship dancers: MacKenna Bell, 
Katie Berube, Megan Burns, Claire 
Campbell, Grace Chamberland, 
Megan Evraire, Millina Fletcher, 
Talulah Giroux, Annalise Kanstrup, 
Hannah Kreft, Ella Langis, Eden 
Nowiski, Lauren Rapley, Emma Rizok, 
Tiaran Sinkus, Sabrina Sterling, and 
Taya Toulouse.  

Dancers from 35 schools across the 
country are invited to participate in 
scholarship classes. A panel of  
professionals from around the world 
selects 
finalists, 
and top 6 
awards.  

In Junior Ballet, four 
Cumbrae dancers were 
among the finalists 
(Claire, Tallulah, Eden, 
and Lauren). Claire and 
Eden received “top 10” 
special recognition, and Lauren placed 
3rd among 76 dancers.   In the Senior 
Ballet room, Sabrina Sterling placed 
6th among 74 dancers.  

In Junior Jazz, 3 Cumbrae dancers 
were among the finalists (Katie, Claire, 
and Ella). Claire 
placed 4th among 98 
dancers.  In Senior 
Jazz Megan, Tiaran, 
Eden, and Lauren 
were among the 25 
finalists among 78 very 
talented dancers! 

On Saturday evening, our dancers 
participated in the Scholarship 
Showcase, and on Sunday a number of  
Cumbrae dancers participated in a full 
day of  workshop 
classes.  
Congratulations 
dancers!  We hope 
you enjoyed the 
experience!
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z Off to Another Great Start z 
What a wonderful start we have had to our year!  We hope that all Cumbrae students are enjoying their 

classes.  Take a look at what some of our students have been up to!

BATD TRIXIE HARDY NORTH AMERICAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS!



MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!

DEC 16 - 22 
Open House

DEC 23 -JAN 5 
Winter Break

JAN 6 
RAD Gr. 1 exam 
classes commence

FEB 2 
DGB Workshop

FEB 3 
Dances Give Back

FEB 24/25 & 
MAR 3/4 

BATD Exam Prep

MAR 6 - 10 
BATD EXAMS

JUNE 4 -9 
Recital Week

Fall Scholarship photo shoot 

Earlier this fall, 
auditions were held 
for two productions of   
The Nutcracker, a ballet 
student’s favourite 
Christmas tradition!  

Hundreds of  young ballet dancers 
lined up in mid-October hoping to 
land roles in this family-friendly ballet. 
We were proud to see so many young 
Cumbrae students out to audition!    

As a school we are always grateful that 
such well-renowned ballet companies 
open this up to local dancers each 
year, giving them the opportunity to 
dance alongside professional ballet 
dancers on the big stage.  

THE ROYAL WINNIPEG 
BALLET 

Eight Cumbrae dancers landed roles in 
the RWB production of  the 
Nutcracker and performed in Southam 

Hall at the 
National Arts 
Centre from 
December 6 - 10. 

Laura Harquail 
was cast as a 
party girl, Claire 
Campbell and Angiolina DiIorio as 
angels, Rebecca Linton-Leblanc a 
reindeer. Sasha Burrell played the role 
of  a mouse, while Hannah Kreft, 
Katie Berube, and Beth Larocque all 

portrayed polar bears in 
this Canadian themed 
production.  

BALLET JORGEN 

Keradwyn Thompson and Tina Sadler 
will dance Ballet Jorgen’s production 
of  the Nutcracker at the Shenkman 
Arts Centre and Centrepointe Theatre 
on December 13, 14, and 16.  

Congratulations Dancers!

Ten Cumbrae Students Perform in Two  
Productions of TheNutcracker!

Workshop Classes 
Workshop classes are a wonderful way for dancers to learn, 
grow, and meet new friends. Over the fall, Cumbrae 
students participated in a number of  Workshops including 
the Paul Becker Master Class in Montreal, the National 
Ballet School and Royal Winnipeg Ballet School Master 
Classes, and Workshop Class with Jeff  Dimitriou at Cumbrae’s studios. Watch 
our Facebook page for upcoming workshop events. 



Cumbrae Alumni
Many of the students that have passed 
through Cumbrae doors have gone on to do 
wonderful things in the dance/arts 
community. From dance companies to the 
Broadway stage, Cumbrae alumni are always 
making us proud!

This edition, we introduce to you…  

 Niamh Webber 
Niamh spent 9 years as a Cumbrae student from 
2006 – 2015. She has carried this dance training 
with her into her musical theatre career. In 
February of 2017 Niamh was seen dancing in Mary 
Poppins at Centerpointe Theatre. More recently she 
was given the role of assistant choreographer for 
‘Shrek The Musical’ with Orpheus Musical Theatre 
Society (alongside Cumbrae student Courtney 

Dinelle-Mayer).  Niamh loved the experience of 
choreographing a musical production and looks 
forward to more of this in her future.  

Her current project 
presented itself when she 
was cast as June in the 
CMTS production of 
Chicago! She will be 
dancing along side former 
Cumbrae teacher Christa 
Cullain from February 7th – 
10th at Carleton University.  

When she isn’t busy with 
musical theatre, Niamh can be found in her Human 
Rights classes at Carleton University or teaching 
piano at ASNY Studios. 

Congratulations To.. 
TALLULAH GIROUX 

Tallulah spent the summer training 
at the Quinte Ballet School of  
Canada and was accepted to the 
school’s year round program.  She 
has also been asked to return in 
2018. 

CLAIRE CAMPBELL 
 Claire was accepted into the Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet School pre-
professional summer intensive. 

COURTNEY DINELLE-MAYER 
Courtney recently performed in 
‘Shrek the Musical’! Courtney 
performed alongside past Cumbrae 
teacher Vivian Melsness, and 
Cumbrae alumni, Niamh Webber, 
who was the assistant 
choreographer in the production!  

MISCHA CLANCY 
Mischa was accepted into 
Canada’s National Ballet School 
pre-professional summer intensive.  

AVERY BURRELL 
Avery received a scholarship to the 
Paul Becker Pop-Up Master class 
and attended the event in Montreal 
this fall!



DGB 2018 
We are proud to announce that 
once again, senior Cumbrae 
dancers will be performing in 
Dancers Give Back Ottawa!  We 
brought in Toronto based 
choreographer, Jeff  Dimitriou, to 
create this year’s piece, ‘Recess’. 

WHAT IS DGB? 
Created in 2013, Dancers Give 
Back Ottawa (DGB) is part of  a 
burgeoning North American 
movement that aims to inspire 
social action through dance. It is 

a weekend-long event in which 
local dance studios, university 
dance clubs, and special guests 
come together to raise awareness 
about a particular local issue and 
to support a charity that 
addresses that issue. In other 
words, DGB Ottawa enables local 
dancers to unite behind a 
common goal and make a 
difference in their community.   
They also give graduating 
students a chance to bring their 
ideas to the table by having an 
‘ambassador’ for each studio. 
These students play a role in 
organizing the DGB event.  
Cumbrae’s 2018 ambassadors are 
Stefania Matuszeska and Alexis 
Orange.   
  
Last year, DGB brought together 
over 200 young dancers, aged 13 
to 22, from 16 Ottawa-area 
studios and two university dance 

teams.  It 
raised over 
$50,000 for 
the Youth 
Services Bureau.  

HOW TO HELP! 

This year’s performances will be 
held on Saturday, February 3 at 
the Algonquin Commons 
Theatre.  Come out and watch us 
in support of  a great cause! 

You can also 
get involved 
by having 
your child 
attend the 
DGB 
workshop on February 2  (forms 
available in shop). The faculty is 
comprised of  dancers and 
choreographers that are alumni 
of  the Ottawa area. 

Dancers Give Back

We will miss you, Mrs. Harvie 
Mrs. Harvie retired as Principal of the Cumbrae School of 
Dancing in June 2017. While we are confident that her 
legacy will live on, she will be missed! Mrs. Harvie has 
taught generations of children and adults and built a 
wonderful dance studio so many young dancers and their 
parents are proud to be a part of. We look forward to 
seeing Mrs. Harvie around the studio, and wish her the 
very best in her well-deserved retirement. 

Summer Intensive photo shoot 



Last spring, PushPull dance company, a non-profit organization, put together a 
scholarship fund for intensive dance students in the Ottawa area.  Students were 
recommended by their teachers and were to submit answers to three questions on the 
topic of  why they love to dance.  These submissions were read and a winner was 
selected based on the student’s expressed love for dance and dreams of  a future in 
dance. 

There were submissions from countless studios in the Ottawa area , but the winning entry was put forth by 
Cumbrae student, Eden Nowiski.  Eden, age 13, is an Advanced Foundation ballet student who is very 
passionate about her love for dance.  She received a $500 scholarship to be used towards her dance classes at 
Cumbrae this season.  Well done, Eden!

PushPull’s ‘I love dance’ scholarship

Cumbrae Performed at Inspiration Village!
As part of  Canada’s 150th celebration in Ottawa, the city created ‘Inspiration 
Village’ downtown in the centre of  our Byward Market.  

In August, Cumbrae dancers were invited to perform at this downtown location 
for a bustling crowd of  tourists and many supportive family and friends.  Thanks 
again to all who participated - it was a fun event and a wonderful showcase by 
our talented dancers.

Christmas Feis!
On December 9th, many of  Cumbrae’s Irish dancers 
competed at the Feile Nollaig 2017 which was held at 
Confederation High School.  Our students did very well 
and had a wonderful time! 

If  your child is interested in competing in Irish or 
Highland dance, please speak to their teacher about the 
next event!



Please note that Cumbrae’s studios and shop will 
be closed from December 23rd through January 

5th.  Classes will recommence on Saturday, 
January 6th, 2018. 


