
2020-21 Schedule  

We look forward to welcoming our dancers back to the studio, in person and virtually.   Please 
see the COVID-19 practices document on our website for more information about what to 
expect around the studio this year. 


Our schedule will be released by August 11th, 2020. Please take the time to read the 
information below in advance of this.


Cumbrae’s in-studio classes 2020-21 

For the 2020-21 season in-studio classes will be running at half capacity as we have decreased 
class size, to a maximum of 9 students in Keppel & Fintry, and 7 students in Millport.  We have 
therefore had to split larger classes into groups.  While government regulations do not require 
such small classes, we feel it is best for our teachers and students and will contribute to 
reducing the spread of COVID-19.   For example, our 5 previous vocational ballet levels have 
been split into 8 groups. 


You will notice that your child may be pre-approved for some classes on the 2020-21 schedule.  
Your child’s spot will be held in all pre-approved classes until August 21, 2020 at which time we 
will open registration and allow for other dancers to join.  Your dancer should have a spot held 
in all ‘required’ syllabus classes, please note that some classes such as repertoire, 
improvisation, conditioning, etc continue to be first come first serve (there are just not enough 
hours in a week to double up on every class on the schedule!).  

*For accounts in arrears from the 2019-2020 season, we could not hold a spot for your dancer 
in pre-approved classes. 

Registration is first come first serve for our junior classes, and we have made sure to have 
enough space for all returning students throughout the week. We will start accepted new 
students on August 21, 2020. 


If you see a class labelled ‘hybrid’, this means that students will come every second week, and 
will join virtually in the off-week. For example, grades 3-5 ballet students will have one weekly 
in-studio class, and one weekly hybrid class. For students who really do not wish to participate 
in the virtual classes, you may choose to opt out (the charge will be deducted from your 
account) and your child will need 6 private lessons to make up for the time in advance of the 
examination.  


We have classes labelled ‘in-studio hybrid’ as well.  This means that we are about 2 dancers 
over capacity, and so 2 students (different students each week) will dance in the Garrison 
studio (our old shop space) using our Zoom monitor, while their teacher and classmates will be 
down the hall.  These are mostly for intermediate and senior students.


If you see a class labelled ‘bi-weekly’ this means that students will come every second week 
and will not join virtually in the off-week. For example, grades 1 & 2 ballet students will have 
one weekly and one bi-weekly class until the exam, after which they will have only the one 
weekly class.  The bi-weekly replaces our usually weekly classes that commence later in the 
season.  The Grade 1 bi-weekly classes do not start until October 14th.


For musical theatre, we have decided to wait until January 2021 to re-introduce these classes 
onto our schedule. Musical theatre classes often including singing, acting, and partner work - 
all activities which are not permitted in studio under current regulations.  A $30 charge will be 



applied to your account to hold your child’s spot, which will be deducted from January-June 
tuition. Should we be unable to start these classes in January, we will refund the $30. 


You will notice a few private lesson time slots on the schedule. Given our unique scheduling 
challenges this year it will be difficult to accommodate scheduling private lessons. We know 
that these are important to many of our students, and have therefore planned for them upfront.  
Each private lesson time slot has 3 or 4 availabilities (check class info), implying that your 
dancer will have a private lesson every 3 or 4 weeks depending on the time slot you choose. 
You are welcome to invite a second dancer (semi-private), or split your child’s private lesson 
time slot with another dancer, but all the further payment and scheduling arrangements will 
need to be made separately from the studio.   Please do send us an email informing us of 
those arrangements though so that the teacher is prepared.  Please note that these lessons will 
generally happen in our Garrison (shop) studio.  We will also offer Zoom private lessons which 
have proved to be very helpful for many of our senior students over the summer.  These can be 
booked in the ‘class card’ section in the portal.


Cumbrae’s Virtual Dance Program 2020-21 

If you’re not ready to come back to the studio just yet, or are looking to complement your in 
studio class line up, we are offering a series of virtual classes for the 2020-21 season.   Your 
child has not been pre-approved for virtual classes, and registration is open.  We have been 
able to recruit a couple of staff members from across Canada as faculty for our virtual program, 
in addition to classes being offered by our Cumbrae faculty.  Virtual classes will not be syllabus 
based; however students wishing to sit examinations this year may be able to do so for jazz 
and contemporary through private lessons (in-studio or virtual).  Examinations, even video 
examinations, can only take place in-studio, with a teacher present.


Registration  

You are able to register online this year.  Payments will continue to be cash or cheque only and 
can be dropped off at the studio Tuesday - Thursday between 4pm and 8pm, and Saturdays 
between 10am-1pm (please call 613-837-6786 upon arrival). Any registrations for which 
payment has not been received by August 21, 2020 will be cancelled, and the spot will no 
longer be held.  First term cheques should be dated for August 28th, 2020, and second term 
cheques should be dated January 20th, 2021.  Any remaining tuition credit from the 2019-20 
season will be applied to your first term payment, and registration fees have been waived for all 
accounts who carried a $0 (or negative) balance at the end of our last season.  If you have a 
balance from any of our summer programs, please also drop that off if you have not already 
done so.  


Our monthly payment plan will not be available first term.  Those families with dancers in 6 or 
more classes may pay in instalments for second term.  These payments should be dated 
December 1st, January 1st, March 1st, & April 1st.  Due to current circumstances, we cannot 
accept any mid-month cheques or multiple monthly cheques.  


Should you require help with registration, please make an appointment on the website. All 
registration appointments will be over Zoom.  Please note, due to high volume, we will not be 
answering registration questions via email until after August 21st, so an appointment is the 
best way to get a hold of us!  Not to worry your child’s spot is held until August 21, 2020! If for 
some reason you think we have missed pre-approving a required class for your child, please 
email with the subject line URGENT. While we have gone through each account individually, 
mistakes are possible. We will work to rectify any mistake as quickly as possible. 




Frequently Asked Questions 
  
1. What if my child wants to add a class that is not on their pre-approved list, and not visible 

on the portal?  

Registration will open on August 21, 2020, subject to availability. 


2. How did you split the groups? 

A number of factors were taken into consideration, including respecting our new maximum 
class size, child’s date of birth, other dance class scheduling conflicts, and reducing breaks. 


3. Will there be exams in 2020-21?  

Yes! The RAD has already launched its video examination capability; and Cumbrae will be 
putting its first candidates in in August 2020. Video examinations are expected to be in place 
until at least March 2021. Our RAD examinations are usually held in April, so we will provide 
more information about the expected format once we receive it.  The RAD has credited all 
students their 2020 examination fees. 


We do not yet know what format the BATD examination will take in our 2020-21 season, but do 
anticipate that exams will occur. 


4. What about recital 2021? 

We plan to hold a recital in June 2021, and are exploring options including limited seating, an 
outdoor theatre, or if required a live-stream event.  We hope to make a decision by January 
2021. 


5. What about Open House 2020? 

We don’t anticipate that we will be able to welcome Cumbrae families into our studios in 
December 2020. We plan on hosting a virtual open house, where families will be able to join us 
from home. 


6.  Will there be apprenticeship positions this season? 

Yes, there will be in-class, hybrid, and virtual apprenticeship positions this season, however 
due to class size restrictions, there will be limited spots.  Also, due to increased 
responsibilities, a larger number of our positions will be given to dancers 14+.


Dancers can fill out the registration form and email it to info@cumbraedance.com.  The form is 
currently available on our website.


7.  Has the studio increased their rates due to smaller class size and Covid-19 cleaning 
regimes? 

No.  We have not increased our rates any more than a regular season.  For a 1 hour class, the 
rate increased by $5 per term ($0.30 per class).  We have however increased our NSF fee and 
other admin fees (late payments, class changes, etc.).    
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